London Area Council Meeting- April 22, 2025

In attendance: Chair Kaila Levola, Treasurer Julie Bowen, Neevita Rathee, Thu Trinh, David Evans, Ron Bergsman, Sara Johnson, PSAC Staff Shell Sweeney. 
Apologies: Vice Chair Martha Josephian
1. Meeting called to order by Kaila at 6:06pm.

2. Statement of Harassment read by Julie 

3. Indigenous Land Acknowledgement completed by Kaila

4. Introductions of new Council members

5. Discussion of last meeting minutes, Shell confirmed that approval of last meeting minutes is not needed due to those attended need to be present to “accept” the previous minutes. Shell will investigate a way for minutes to be attached to invites prior to meeting.

6. Review of previous action items: Signing authority being worked on. The Treasurer election is May 13, 2025. Budget has been completed, a cheque remained uncashed by Safe Space (2024) and this will be re-done as it was in previous budget. 

7. Financial Report: Currently no Treasurer. Financials for 2025 released. Debate event held and $400.00 for food etc spent.

8. President Report: 

· March 8 chair attended women's march and represented PSAC along with other members
· March 31 chair attended Trans Day of Visibility teach-in. Highly recommended event for the future. 
· April 7 and 9 chair attended meeting for all Area Council chairs regarding the upcoming federal election and PSAC campaigning around that which has been quite successful in terms of clicks/engagement with ads. First day of advance voting had a record turnout. Craig Reynolds and Lino Vieira suggested debate watch parties to engage members, so our AC ran with that and organized one. 
· April 15 chair attended federal election town hall with Sharon DeSousa and Alex Silas with lots of great information about priorities for the union. 
· April 17 was the debate watch party with dinner and parking included (came in under budget for that) and the debate BINGO was a success. New members came out especially from Western DCL. Great to see that engagement! We distributed some vote buttons and chatted a bit about AC. 
· Reminder to all members who didn't advance vote, to do so on April 28! Promote this to family and friends. Remember important member union issues like protecting the RAND formula, protecting remote work, continuing to address the Phoenix fiasco, concerns about layoffs and WFA, and AI. Encouragement to look back on history of past governments and how they have handled union priorities historically. How were our leaves and pensions affected in the past as well?
· April 22 is earth day. Chair attended a water walk event with trash pickup, led by water keeper Wahsayzee Deleary of the loom clan. Recommended to keep ears open for events she is leading in the future, and perhaps AC can consider having an in-person event with her in the future such as for World Environment Day in June or World Clean-day in September, since there was no opportunity to schedule an AC Earth Day event. 
· WFA sessions are coming up April 23, May 7 and May 14. Encourage all reps to attend one. Chair is attending May 14. 
· PSAC has served TB with notice to bargain, so that will be getting underway soon and we will update on that as things progress. 
· PSAC Ontario H&S conference was at the beginning of April as well. Chair requested feedback from those in attendance and it was all great feedback. Sounds like members learned a lot and were very engaged. 

9. Julie introduced herself as the London Area Women’s Committee Chair. Gave brief update on newness of the roles of all committee members. The intention to do some active events, perhaps assisting Women new to Canada through the Newcomer Centre.

10. Ontario Council support: All cheered to hear that Queen’s University received their contract!!

11. Round Table: Terms of reference briefly discussed and will be added to action items

12. Next Meeting: May 13, 2025, By-election will be held for Treasurer

Action Items: 
· Kaila: meet with past treasurer, get cheques and banking information, provide additional information to Cleo to get bank letter 
Kaila: bring bank letter to credit union, set up signing authority 
Martha and new treasurer: complete signing authority (I will confirm if e-sign is possible) once account is sorted
· Julie: minutes from April 22 to be submitted to Area Council email within 30 days (due May 22)
· Kaila: add finalized minutes from last 2 meetings (February 24, April 22) to next meeting invite so that they can be passed at that meeting, likely in June. 
· treasurer and/or Kaila and Martha if necessary: reissue cheque to SafeSpace London once everything is set up
· Terms of reference to be discussed and decided


