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 PSAC Ontario Council Meeting Minutes

May 1, 2008
McIntosh Room, Renaissance Hotel, Toronto

The meeting convened at 9:15 a.m. on Thursday, May 1, 2008 with the REVP-Ontario, Gerry Halabecki in the chair and the following members in attendance: 

Gerry Halabecki, Regional Executive Vice-President, Ontario

Ken Boone, Alternate to REVP, Ontario

Steve Gauthier, Region 2 (Northeastern)

Dennis Miluck, Region 3 (Southeastern)

Fred Jordan, Region 3 (Southeastern)

José Evangelho, Region 4 (Southwestern)

Glenn Miller, Region 4 (Southwestern)

Nicole Ma, Region 5 (GTA) 
Bruce Flannigan, Region 5 (GTA)

Penny Kreamer, Region 6 (Hamilton/Niagara)

Val Fargey, Regional Women’s Committees

Aileen Duncan, Members with Disabilities

Sharon DeSousa, Racially Visible Members 
Kevin Nadjiwon, Aboriginal Members

Debbie Willett, Area Councils

Steve Tuffin, Regionally Based Separate Employer Locals

Blair Chalk, Directly Chartered Locals

Ryan Ayres, Youth

Staff: 

Jim Chorostecki, Regional Co-ordinator
Rita Cantalini, Executive Assistant to the REVP
Absent:  
Kevin Lundstrom, Region 1 (Northwestern)


Barb Wardlaw, Region 2 (Northeastern) 

Karen Church, Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgendered Members

Observer:
Todd Woytiuk, Regional Representative, London RO

AGENDA:  
1.  Adoption of Agenda

2.  Adoption of previous Minutes of Meeting (March 1-2, 2008)

3.  Business arising from previous meeting

4.  Convention Nominations Committee 

5.  Late Resolution

6.  Other Convention Business

The REVP welcomed the observer, Todd Woytiuk from the London Regional Office.  The REVP advised that we have a few absences.  Karen Church is currently in hospital and unable to be with us.  Kevin Lundstrom will be arriving this evening; due to circumstances beyond his control he could not make this Council Meeting.  Barb Wardlaw is not feeling well this morning and is hoping to join us later.
Item 1.
Adoption of Agenda

That the Agenda be adopted as above.

m/s/c  

Ken Boone and Dennis Miluck  

Item 2.   
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (March 1-2, 2008)

That the March 1-2, 2008 minutes be adopted.
m/s/c  

Debbie Willett and Nicole Ma
Item 3.
Business Arising from Previous Minutes

Action:  The REVP will ask for a report from Membership Services regarding membership cards.
Action:  Val Fargey to provide blurb for item #13.
Item 4.
Convention Nominations Committee
The REVP advised that under the PSAC Ontario By-Laws, Section 9, Sub-Section 3, a 3 person Nominations Committee must be appointed by the Regional Council. 
Jim Chorostecki provided forms for candidates to make their intentions known.  He sent out the nomination forms via email to the locals prior to Convention.  At Convention, the Nominations Committee will assume that role.  The Committee will receive the nomination forms, verify eligibility of nominees, their willingness to accept the nominations, and report on all such nominees.  Sister Patty Ducharme will conduct the elections of the REVP and Alternate REVP during Convention.  

The proposed change to our By-Laws will allow someone other than the Chair of the Nominations Committee to run those elections.  The person can be an NBoD member or former AEC member.  This allows for more flexibility in the process.

A member of the Nominations Committee must be a neutral party, is not running for a position, cannot wear any buttons and cannot be seen as being political in any way.

The Ontario Council discussed possible candidates to sit on the Nominations Committee.  From the four individuals chosen, before officially announcing their names, verification on their willingness to participate must be sought.
Item 5.
Late Resolution
The General Resolutions Committee will meet after to discuss the Late Resolution received from Norm Murray, CEIU 645.

The Finance Committee will also meet to discuss Convention Business.

Item 6.
Other Convention Business

The REVP advised that he made some grammatical changes to some of the Ontario Councils reports to convention.
The REVP reviewed the Agenda; Kevin Nadjiwon will introduce the Elder, Garry Sault, for the Aboriginal Opening.  Ken Boone will introduce John Cartwright, Toronto & York District Labour Council President; Val Fargey will introduce John Gordon, PSAC National President, Nicole Ma to introduce Olivia Chow, NDP MP Trinity-Spadina, and Steve Tuffin will introduce Wayne Samuelson, OFL President.  Council Members will introduce the guest speakers and thank them and providing them with a token of our appreciation.  Denise and Rita purchased 4 gifts at the Fair Trade Store on Yonge Street.  The Elder will receive a monetary gift.  
The REVP advised that while our Convention did not have a theme, a theme has been created with the “Think Public Campaign”.  Jim Chorostecki advised that the kick off to the campaign will be introduced at Convention.  It includes the Bill C-39, grain campaign, and the fish campaign.  Materials are available at the booth/tables.  A Speaker’s Corner has been set up and delegates will be encouraged to provide their view on what think public means to them.  The video will be unveiled sometime during the convention.  The delegates will receive cookies, with a card “it is safe to eat this cookie because it has been inspected by a Grain Inspector, etc.”  A sample video of approximately 60 seconds will be viewed with a You-Tube site.  Jim encouraged Ontario Council Members to go to the Speakers Corner to voice their view.  There will be a video collage produced and viewed on Saturday at the end of the day.  The REVP stated that this is linked with PSAC priorities.

The REVP sought two volunteers to read the PSAC Harassment Statement located in the delegate kits.  Steve Gauthier and Debbie Willett will read in the statement at Convention.   The REVP will introduce the Harassment Committee, Joan-Ann Gravesande and Dave Doyle once the statement is read.  

The Credentials Committee will be Fran Pieper, Kitchener-Waterloo RWC and AC; and Gary Farrell, Thunder Bay & NW Ontario AC.  They will announce the numbers of participants on Friday morning, Friday afternoon, Saturday morning, Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning.  
Equity Caucus elections have been scheduled for Saturday.  The Members with Disability will vote for their member on Council on Saturday @ 12:15 in the McIntosh Room.  There are 37 members in that caucus who have self-identified.  The REVP is hopeful that the election will be completed by 1:30 p.m.  Convention business cannot assume until the election has been completed.

The GLBT election will take place @ 5:30 p.m. in the Georgian Bay Room, then the Racially Visible Members @ 6:30 p.m. in the McIntosh Room and finally the Aboriginal Members @ 7:30. 

The elections of the REVP and Alternate to the REVP will take place on Sunday morning.  Once those elections have been completed the geographic positions on Council will take place at the same time.  After all of those Geographical positions have been elected, the Women’s position will be elected, then the Area Council position.  The REVP sent out an email to all Area Council Presidents advising them that they will be responsible to determine whether locals are affiliated and are eligible to vote.  All delegates whose local is affiliated will be entitled to vote for this position.  It will be the responsibility of those Area Council Presidents to determine their eligibility.  The Regionally Based Separate Employer Locals and Directly Chartered Locals elections will take place together, and then finally the Youth position will be elected.  
The REVP advised that all delegates are obligated to stay till the end and were advised in the call out letter that Convention business will end @ 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.  He will relay that message to Convention.  The REVP felt that all resolutions should be dealt with by Convention, then the Ontario Council Members will be sworn in, some thank-you’s and that’s it.

Hospitality will take place in the Muskoka II & III at 6: p.m. on Friday and Saturday nights.  There will be a bartender and the drinks have been negotiated into our contract to be 50% less than the listed price.  The Host Committee will have to purchase crackers, plates, chips, bowls, paper plates and napkins.  While it is the Host Committee’s role during Convention to participate at the Hospitality Room, the REVP encouraged all OC members to join in.  
The REVP will ask the delegates who sit on a bargaining team to go to the microphones to introduce themselves and provide us with an update on bargaining.

Expense Claims were distributed, and meal allowances as follows: Breakfast $13.60, Lunch $12.85, Dinner $36.30, Incidentals $17.30 and mileage 52.5 cents/km.  Ken Boone, Chair of the Finance Committee, reminded everyone to get in their expense claims early to the Finance Committee members.

The REVP wished everyone all the best and thanked them for a job well done.

Motion to adjourn at 12:30 p.m.

m/s/c


Steve Tuffin and Glenn Miller
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