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Report for PSAC Ontario Regional Health & Safety Conference

June 6-7, 2009

Over seventy members from across Ontario attended the Regional Health and Safety Conference, held in Toronto on June 6 and 7, 2009.    

The Council Health and Safety Committee; Dennis Miluck, Committee Chair, representing members in Region 3 (Eastern) Cathy Harasym representing members in Region 1.  (NorthWestern), Kevin McNama representing members in Region 2 (Northeastern), Glenn Miller representing members in Region 4 (Southwestern) and Bob Black representing members in Region 6 (Hamilton/Niagara) formed the organizing committee for the conference.  

The conference was held at the Marriott Courtyard in downtown Toronto.  The Hotel was selected because it is an environmentally responsible Hotel leading the way in conservation, concerned and committed to reducing its environmental foot print.  

Other initiatives taken by the committee to reduce our carbon foot print were, 

· We asked members to recycle and reuse conference bags that they had collected over time.

· Memorabilia was distributed in brown carry bags, these bags were made of recycled paper.

The conference theme was “Safe and Health Workplace Environments”.    Represented at the conferences were members from the Nishnawbe-Aski Police Services – Officers, Treaty 3 Police Services, James Bay General Hospital, Sudbury Temiskaming Commissionaires, Nishnawbe-Aski Police Services – Cilvilians, CEIU, UVAE NAT, AGR, UTE, GSU, CIU, USGE, UPCE, NHU, UNDE, and UCTE.  The committee was also please that all equity group members were represented.
Conference workshops were;

· Heat and Cold Stress

· Myth of the Careless Worker

· Violence in the Workplace.

All material that was used was obtained form the Worker Health and Safety Center.  Participant that completed the workshops were provided certificates from the Center.

Gerry Halabecki REVP Ontario spoke about emerging Health and Safety issues both federally and provincially, violence in the workplace and the new legislation for members that are covered by that legislation. The new Health and Safety e-mail link which was a resolution passed at the National Health and Safety Conference.  Gerry urged members to get involved politically link into campaigns organized in you communities such as the EI campaign being organized the OFL and the CLC.
Jeff Bennie Health and Safety Officer, PSAC Ottawa gave a presentation on the Violence prevention in the workplace regulation.

Chris Wilson, Ontario Regional Coordinator spoke about his vision for Ontario, about education for members and about the support that Regional Offices and staff can offer activist in the regions.
Angela Fairweather, Ontario Health and Safety Rep talked about how excited she was about her new position especially since Chris Wilson and herself have begun there careers in close succession to one another and how exciting it was to work in a team who’s priorities incorporate rising the profile of Health and Safety in the Region.
Lesli Fairweather – Poet brought some closing inspirational words to the forum, she talked about the need to be true to yourself, that everything is not always black and white that sometimes there are gray area’s  but we must stand for what we believe going forward with courage and promise.
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