John Gordon’s letter to the Ottawa Sun

Re:  Challenging Ottawa’s jobs-for-life culture

Once again, the Toronto Sun has shown its disdain for working people and their families. Your editorial showed a complete lack of compassion for the hundreds of employees at Environment Canada and in other federal government departments who will be losing their jobs in the next few months. Many of these workers are young people, who will be forced to delay starting their families and purchasing homes, as they are plunged into an uncertain financial future.

It seems that you are proposing race to the bottom, plunging both public and private employees into unemployment and poverty.

Federal public sector workers provide crucial services that keep Canadians safe. Meat inspectors, search-and-rescue specialists and climate change experts are all facing layoffs due to the Conservatives’ misguided policies. And it’s not just these workers who are losing out. Communities suffer when people no longer have the income to support local businesses and donate to charities.
 
Humiliating public sector employees is not going to help our economy. We would rather focus on improving working conditions for everyone – public and private sector alike.

